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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, SW, PLO 

SUBJECT: PLO OFFICIAL CANCELS VISIT TO STOCKHOLM; MFA POLITICAL 
CHIEF TO VISIT ISRAEL 

1 . MFA NORTH AMERICAN DESK OFFICER L. A. NILSSON CONFIRMED 
TO POL. COUNS. TODAY THAT VISIT TO STOCKHOLM OF PLO 
LEADER AND "FOREIGN SPOKESMAN" FAROUK KHADDOUMI HAD 
SUDDENLY BEEN CANCELLED ON FEBRUARY 28 BY KHADDOUMI 
’BECAUSE OF CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE MIDDLE EAST.' NILSSON 
SAID GOS HAD NOT BEEN ANXIOUS TO RECEIVE PLO REP, WHO 
WAS TO CALL AT MFA ON MARCH 5, BUT HAD SEEN SOME MERIT 

IN A MEETING. ONE REASON WAS THAT MFA POLITICAL DIVISION 
CHIEF LEIF LEIFLAND DEPARTS ON MARCH 6 FOR AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT TO ISRAEL AND WOULD HAVE FOUND KHADDOUMI'S 
EXPOSITION OF CURRENT PLO VIEWS ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION OF SOME INTEREST. ACCORDING TO MFA MIDDLE EAST 
DESK OFFICER INGMAR KARLSSON, WHO WILL ACCOMPANY LEIFLAND. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GOS BELIEVES THE "CIRCUMSTANCES" WHICH KHADDOUMI 
REFERRED TO INVOLVED THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING IN CAIRO ON MARCH 12. 

2. LEIFLAND'S VISIT TO TEL AVIV WILL BE HOSTED BY HIS 
COUNTERPART AT GOI MFA (SCHEIK?). WHILE IN THE COUNTRY, 
LEIFLAND AND KARLSSON, WE ARE INFORMED, WILL TOUR 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LEBANESE BORDER AREAS AS WELL AS CERTAIN RED SEA AREAS. 
LEIFLAND IS ALSO SCHEDULED TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO 
CAIRO IN APRIL. 

SMITH 
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